
























My name is Jeffrey Barr.  I am formerly the City Attorney for the City of North Las Vegas, and 
now that I am in private practice, I recently wrapped up a civil rights litigation involving certain 
fees charged by the now-legislatively dissolved Las Vegas Constable’s Office. 
 
I want to discuss my experiences at the City first, and I stress that the following represents only 
my views and my opinion.   
 
The City of North Las Vegas is Nevada’s third or fourth largest city, and it is one of the most 
diverse cities in the State.  A sizable proportion of its residents do not speak English as a first 
language.  It is a wonderful City with many positive attributes. 
 
Unfortunately, the City’s municipal courts are not one of those positive attributes.  In terms of 
the sheer volume of cases, the City’s municipal courts are some of the busiest in the State.  By 
law, municipal courts adjudicate traffic infractions and misdemeanors committed inside a city’s 
corporate boundaries.  As City Attorney, it was part of my job to prosecute these misdemeanors 
and traffic infractions.  It is my opinion and my experience that the City’s Municipal Court sees 
itself as a revenue generating machine, and I believe that the municipal courts are running the 
equivalent of a modern-day debtor’s prison.   
 
Let me give a completely hypothetical example that is an amalgamation of my first-hand 
experience. 
 
A person receives a traffic citation.  This defendant now faces two choices:  pay a fine or 
adjudicate the ticket.  If the person fails to pay the fine or fails to appear to adjudicate the 
citation, a warrant issues for the person’s arrest.  Marshals controlled solely by the Municipal 
Courts, and not accountable to the City Council, may then proceed to the person’s residence with 
the arrest warrant in one hand and literally a credit card machine in the other.  The putative 
defendant now faces an on-the-spot-choice:  pay the Marshals right-then-and-there or face arrest.  
If the defendant cannot pay the fine in that instant, he or she is immediately arrested and sent to 
jail, again all stemming from a traffic infraction. 
 
Of course, being thrown in jail for a traffic citation means that our putative defendant may miss 
several days or weeks of work.  Missing this much time from work often means that our 
defendant loses his or her job, again all for a rolling stop or a speeding ticket. 
 
In short, there is a two-tiered system of justice in the City of North Las Vegas:  those who have 
any means whatsoever pay the fines.  Those who do not have means go to jail.  It is, for all 
intents, a debtor’s prison. 
 
I want to turn now to my experience with the Las Vegas Constable’s Office.  Nevada law 
required new residents to register their vehicles within 30 days of establishing residency.  At the 
time of our lawsuit, Nevada law permitted Nevada constables to charge a $100 fee for the 
privilege of writing the citation for failing to register.  This $100 fee was payable regardless of 
whether the defendant was adjudicated not guilty.  This created an enormous financial incentive 
for the constable’s offices to issue citations.  Indeed, in our case, the Las Vegas Constable was 
paying his deputies a percentage of this $100 fee as a bonus, in effect creating a bounty on every 



citation issued, legitimately or not.  Failure to pay this fee could result in a court issuing a 
warrant for the defendant’s arrest, even if the defendant was exonerated. 
 
Again, there was a two-tiered justice system.  people of means paid the $100 fee.  People without 
means risked being thrown in debtor’s prison, even if a court found them not guilty. 
 
We successfully procured a preliminary injunction stopping the Las Vegas Constable from 
collecting the $100 fee in our client’s case.  We subsequently discovered that the Las Vegas 
Constable issued thousands of these citations, and while we ultimately were not successful in 
getting a class certified, our lawsuit did prompt the Nevada Legislature to change the law to 
remedy its constitutional infirmity.  
 
I thank the committee for listening to my testimony, and I’m happy to answer any questions. 



Ms Fortes,  
 
I saw the article in paper today and I wanted to provide my input on the burden excessive tickets and fees 
place on Las Vegas citizens. I have lived here twenty four years. As you may not be aware the city of Las 
Vegas is comprised of anything north of Sahara ave and everything to the south which makes up most of 
the community is Clark County. If you get a ticket in Clark County the Judges there are very fair and 
provide ample time and extensions to pay tickets off. You can even ask for community service to pay 
ticket off instead of paying and it is almost always granted by Judges. In the city of Las Vegas the 
community service option is almost impossible to receive. You have to be a certain income level and 
attend a hours long meeting to see if you qualify. In Clark County all you do is ask the Judge when you 
make your plea. The community service option is almost non existent in Las Vegas for people to achieve. 
In Clark County the fees are not added on like they are in the city of Las Vegas. The Traffic commissioner 
in Las Vegas for many years has been Valerie Weiner. She is one of the most cold hearted, 
unsympathetic person I have ever seen. I have had tickets in the county and the city and the county is 
very reasonable to deal with but Judge Weiner almost never, ever gives anyone a break. She has put 
people in jail for missing payments. I had to beg her once to make a late payment or go to jail. The fees 
are added on and she will not remove or reduce them. The Las Vegas review Journal has done multiple 
stories about her abuse and the abuse of the city feeding off the people who have the least. The city 
council knows about this and people have complained to them to act but they have done NOTHING. The 
city council has the authority to change the rules on how traffic revenues and fees can be reduced in Las 
Vegas but they look at the money coming in as their own piggy bank. It would be very simple for them to 
change the rules but they don't. If you can recommend the city council immediately changes the rules on 
fees and fines it would be a large help to the community. I have a ticket I have been paying for three 
years for a speeding violation but with the fees and fines I cannot catch up. The city of Las Vegas has no 
grace period, when your ticket payment is due if it is not paid a warrant for your arrest is issued at midnite 
that day. This is not government for the people but an abuse by those in charge. Feel free to contact me 
for any questions or further information. 
 
Michael Bluestein 
702-788-6813 
 


